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WIND GAP BOROUGH • 545 East West Street, Wind Gap, PA 18091

Phone: (610) 863-7288    Fax (610) 863-1011    Web:  http://www.windgap-pa.gov

Monday through Friday from 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.  The Borough Office is closed Saturday & Sunday

MAYOR WESLEY SMITH

Louise Firestone, Borough Manager               Debra Harbison, Administrative Assistant

WIND GAP BOROUGH MEETING SCHEDULE

BOROUGH COUNCIL - First Monday and Third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 P.M.

PLANNING COMMISSION – PLEASE NOTE MEETING DATE CHANGE:  THIRD Thursday at 7:00 P.M.  Based upon Plan 
Submissions and Reviews.

ZONING HEARING BOARD – First Wednesday at 7:00 P.M.  Based upon a Variance Application Submission. 

SLATE BELT REGIONAL POLICE COMMISSION – The Commission is comprised of a primary representative and an 
alternate representative from each member municipality (Wind Gap Borough, Pen Argyl Borough, and Plainfield 
Township).  Councilman George Hinton is currently the primary representative and Mayor Wesley Smith is the 
alternate representative.

BOROUGH DIRECTORY

COUNCIL MEMBERS:
George Hinton, President
David Manzo, Vice President
Steve Bender
Jason Boulette
Alexander Cortezzo, III
Mark Crossen
Patrick Webber

ELECTED TAX COLLECTOR – Patricia E. Sutter 
610-863-6639

EARNED INCOME TAX AND LOCAL SERVICES TAX 
COLLECTOR – Keystone Collections Group 
1-888-519-3897

WIND GAP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
610-863-7770

Frank Comunale Jr. 
REALTOR®

31 West First Street 31 West First Street 
Wind Gap, PA 18901Wind Gap, PA 18901

Office: 610-863-8444Office: 610-863-8444
Direct: 610-392-0903Direct: 610-392-0903
Fax: 610-863-1040Fax: 610-863-1040

FComunaleJr.Realtor@gmail.comFComunaleJr.Realtor@gmail.com

For All Your Real Estate Needs

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999

Debbie Pettinari, Agent

106 S Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus 610-881-4433
www.debbieinsurespa.com



2023 continued to pose challenges with multiple headwinds, including rising 
energy costs and increasing expenses for building supplies and materials. The 
Borough continues to adapt, while thinking of creative ways to increase efficiencies 
and remain strategic in planning a sustainable future for the Borough. 

Despite all the challenges, for the second consecutive year, the Borough Council 
successfully passed the 2024 budget with no increase in the Borough’s property 
tax. I am very proud of our Borough staff for all the work they put in every day to 
keep the Borough operational and running smoothly. 

2024 has been busy already to begin the year. The Borough recently completed 
its project of converting all buildings at our Municipal Complex from propane to 
natural gas. This project was essential to be viable as an emergency management 
hub in the area, while continuing to ensure our emergency management services 
of the Ambulance Corps and Volunteer Fire Company, in the event of disasters. I am 
also happy to report that the construction and conversion costs of the project cost 
the Borough taxpayer ZERO dollars. This was made possible due to grant funding 
I secured, with the help of County Commissioner Tom Giovanni, as Northampton 
County’s budget was passed. 

As we move forward into spring and soon summer of 2024, these are three key 
critical priorities the Borough will be working to address in 2024:

1.	 The Borough is continuing to move forward with the Male Road Bridge project. We are optimistic that construction of the 
bridge will begin in 2025. The Borough continues to seek additional funding sources through grants. I am happy to announce Wind 
Gap Borough recently received $200,000 in this year’s Multi-Modal Transportation Fund grant round from State Senator Lisa Boscola. 
To date, the Borough has received $400,000 from this fund alone, allowing us to save taxpayer money.

2.	 We will continue to invest and make improvements at Wind Gap Park. The Borough has a comprehensive long-term plan 
to complete value-added projects in the park, such as upgrading pavilions and benches, and expanding the fitness loop. We look 
forward to continuing to host events in our beautiful park such as the Wind Gap Fire Company Carnival, Summer of Sounds Concert 
Series, and National Night Out, with Slate Belt Regional Police Department.

3.	 We will continue to invest in our Municipal Complex. With the conversion to natural gas complete, next, the Borough 
will be adding additional lighting and cameras, upgrading handicap parking, and paving the entire lot. These improvements will 
help residents, who attend Borough meetings, by providing additional parking and increasing safety with new lights. These capital 
projects, which will be partially offset by grant funding from Northampton County, also will also help our Street Department, Wind 
Gap Ambulance Corps, and Wind Gap Volunteer Fire Company, get out on the road to deliver the necessary services to the people 
of the Borough and surrounding communities.

As a Pen Argyl alum, I am excited about the partnership Wind Gap Borough has been developing with Pen Argyl High School. 
Since serving as Mayor in 2022, I have been awarding a Pen Argyl graduate, residing in Wind Gap, with a scholarship and a check 
to assist towards college expenses. 

To strengthen our partnership with Pen Argyl High School, the Borough Council recently passed the Junior Council Person 
Program. We hope this program will start in the coming months, allowing two Pen Argyl students, residing in the Borough, to sit on 
Council. These junior council members will not have a vote; however, they will be able to offer a new perspective and contribute to 
our meetings in a meaningful way. I look forward to seeing this program start up at the Borough and the positive impact it will have 
on our community. 

Throughout my first term as your Mayor, a primary focus of mine has always been speaking on behalf of Wind Gap Borough at all 
levels of government - local, county, state, and federal governments. This has allowed Wind Gap to get recognized by being awarded 
additional grant funding and ensures the Borough’s challenges are known and discussed. 

I know with the team that is in place, we can navigate the challenges that lie ahead and achieve our goals. Wind Gap Borough will 
continue to be forward-thinking and strategically focused on our longterm goals, ensuring a sustainable future for our residents 
that we can all be proud of. It is truly an honor of my life to serve as your Mayor. 

Take care,

 Wesley J. Smith
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The Wind Gap Municipal Authority completed upgrades to the sewer 
infrastructure on Constitution Avenue earlier this spring.  Wind Gap Borough 
Council has advertised the paving portion of this project with the successful 
contractor completing the paving portion during the upcoming summer 
months.

Wind Gap Borough Council appreciates the Constitution Avenue residents for 
their patience during this entire project. 

CONSTITUTION AVENUE

The Borough Street Department works diligently to repair 
what Mother Nature has destroyed during the cold, snowy 
winter months and the wet, windy spring.  

However, if you notice a street that has been overlooked 
during spring clean-up, residents are encouraged to report 
those areas by calling the Borough Office at 610-863-7288.

It is simple to Google “How are Potholes Created” to 
learn that Potholes begin after snow or rain seeps into the 
soil below the road surface.  The moisture freezes when 
temperatures drop, causing the ground to expand and push 
the pavement up.  As temperatures rise, the ground returns 
to normal level but the pavement often remains raised.  

While the Street Department fills the potholes with cold 
patch material, that is only a temporary repair.  As the 
warmer summer months approach, the Street Department 
will prioritize higher traffic streets where potholes exist, 
mill/cut out the old material, then fill and compress with 
new material to create a smooth street surface. 

STREETS

Sun/Mon by Appt • Tues-Fri 10 - 5 • Sat 10 - 2
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ON TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2024, FIFTEEN PEN 
ARGYL AREA HIGH SCHOOL 9TH GRADE 

STUDENTS DOING A SERVICE-LEARNING 
PROJECT, PARTICIPATED IN A CLEAN UP 

EVENT ALONG NORTH BROADWAY, INCLUDING 
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL PARKING AREA.  THESE 

STUDENTS, ALONG WITH MEMBERS OF WASTE MANAGEMENT’S 
TEAM COLLECTED 340 LBS OF TRASH!

IN CELEBRATION OF EARTH DAY, SLATE BELT RISING ORGANIZED 
A MULTI-COMMUNITY GARBAGE CLEAN-UP DAY.  ON SATURDAY, 
APRIL 27, 2024, THE “WIND GAP CREW” FOCUSED THEIR ATTENTION 
ON REMOVING TRASH ALONG MALE ROAD ADJACENT TO THE WIND 
GAP SHOPPING PLAZA.  IN COORDINATION WITH SEVERAL EARTH 
ENTHUSIASTIC RESIDENTS AND A TEAM OF GIANT SUPERMARKET 
STAFF, A TOTAL OF 39 TRASH BAGS AND AN ENORMOUS PILE OF 
UNCLAIMED SIGNS WERE COLLECTED FOR PROPER DISPOSAL. 

GARBAGE CLEAN-UP

gaffneyparsons.com

Gaffney Parsons Family Funeral Homes
Continuing the Tradition of Excellence

James B. Gaffney
Funeral Home

Curtis L. Parsons, Supervisor
610-863-6152

200 South Robinson Avenue, Pen Argyl, PA 18072

Gaffney Parsons Funeral Home
& Cremation Services, Inc.
Kelly Gaffney Parsons, Supervisor 

610-588-2128
4 Lillian Lane (Village of Johnsonville), Bangor, PA 18013

Gaffney Parsons Funeral Home
& Cremation Services, Inc.

Tyler D. Minnich, Supervisor
610-588-4522

314 South First Street, Bangor, PA 18013

Tradit ional,  Memorial,  Cremation and Preneed Services

Male Road Before						                     Male Road After
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In 2016, Wind Gap Borough completed a “Park Master Plan”.  The master plan explores the options for the development of the 
park and considers existing and potential park users, site characteristics, regional and local context, municipal recreation and 

cultural needs and opportunities, and the overall potential desires of the Wind 
Gap Community.  The process for developing the vision for the park, physical 
plans, and supporting policy recommendations emphasized citizen input to 
develop a path forward that targets existing and future community needs.  This 
effort is especially important since Wind Gap Park essentially functions as the 
community’s “central park” serving an expansive population base and a diverse 
set of community needs.

The Master Plan establishes a framework for how the vision can be achieved.  
As the Borough applies for and is awarded grant funding, those projects 
become a reality.  As funding has been awarded from Northampton County 
Livable Landscapes and Lehigh Valley Greenway Mini Grants, the next Phase 
of the Wind Gap Park Walking Trail will be constructed this summer.  The Trail 
will connect the outside loop with an east to west path below the recreational 
courts.  The project includes not only the walking path, but the installation of 
a Rain Garden with natural plantings to capture the water runoff below the 
enclosed court surface.   

Another concept from the Park Master Plan is the installation of a “Fitness 
Loop”.

The Borough has already received generous donations from Slate Belt Rising 
(Community Action of the Lehigh Valley) and the Green Knight Economic 
Development Corporation (GKEDC), to purchase and install an OUTDOOR 
BOTTLE FILLER W/BI-LEVEL DRINKING FOUNTAIN & PET STATION.

Once the fountain is installed, the Borough will actively seek additional grant 
funding and donations to purchase the apparatus for each fitness station that 
will ultimately comprise the Fitness Loop.

    WIND GAP PARK PROJECTS
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Support our members; they support our community.
www.slatebeltchamber.org

HIC# PA 065759

WOOD – PELLET – GAS
Install and Service of  

Fireplaces, Inserts, and Stoves

Stop by or call today!
Schnecksville 

4405 Pennsylvania Dr. 
610-224-5050

Bechtelsville 
834 Route 100 N. 

610-367-4488

www. k r i n gs o n l i n e . com

Update your fireplace Update your fireplace 
in as little as a day!in as little as a day!

    WIND GAP PARK PROJECTS

Thank You to the Businesses!
This publication is made available through the generous 
advertising sponsorship of the businesses listed throughout 
the newsletter. We wish to encourage your patronage of 
these establishments; they play a substantial role in the 
economic vitality of 
our community.
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WIND GAP FIRE COMPANY
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BROAD 
EXCAVATING

Bangor PA
610-588-6941

NO JOB TOO SMALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS

PERC TEST
LOT CLEARING 

TRENCHING
DRAINAGE

RETAINING WALLS
DRIVEWAYS
 SIDEWALKS

UTILITY WORK
CURBING

SEWER LINES
WATER LINES
DEMOLITION 

REMOVAL
STUMP REMOVAL

CHIPPING

TRUCKING
STONE, 

SAND
FILL DIRT

MULCH
TOP SOIL

SNOW PLOWING

FREE  

ESTIMATES

Dave’s Cell
610-509-9736
PA CONTRACTOR #PA036341

“Affordable Cremations & 
Funeral Services”

202 West Street 
Wind Gap, PA 18091

610-863-5429
Jane Follweiler, FD Supervisor

schmidtfuneralhomepc.com

“Put Your Feet In Good Hands”

Cheralyn Perkins DPM
David A. Scalzo DPM
Kathleen Hope DPM

Office Hours By Appointment

610-588-6621
129 N. 11th Street, Bangor

1636 Rte. 209, BK Plaza, Unit 1, Brodheadsville

KARASEK LAW OFFICES, LLC
Full Service For All Needs

641 Market Street 
Bangor, PA 18013 

Telephone: 610-588-0224 
Facsimile: 610-588-2088

Email: ron@karaseklawoffices.com

Ronold J. Karasek, Esq.
Forty-Eight Years of Legal Experience!



3-6-8 Hour Packages • 7 Days A Week  
• Corporate Accounts 

Our Services

Our Luxury Fleet • Sedans • SUVs • Limousines • Vans • Party Buses

• Weddings
• Shuttles
• Airport Services
• Corporate Events
• Wine Tours
• Cruise Piers

• Proms
• Sporting Events
• Nights On The Town
• Concerts
• Doctor’s Visits
• Special Occasions

As a family owned and operated business, we pride 
ourselves on providing personalized attention to every 

detail of your service. Request a quote today!
610-863-5994

www.champagne-limousine.com
Fully Licensed & Insured

Servicing the Tri-State Area for Over 33 Years
PA P.U.C. A00108639  ICC/MC231810

630 Washington Street 
 Wind Gap, PA

610•863•8182

n Auto n Home n 
n Business n Life n

Serving the Community Since 1950
17 S. Robinson Ave., Pen Argyl, PA

610-863-6033
www.sabatinoagency.com 

“INSTANT ON-LINE QUOTES”
SCAN THIS CODE
FROM YOUR 

SMARTPHONE FOR 
OUR MOBILE APP!
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