BOROUGH OF WIND GAP
545 East West Street
WIND GAP, PA 18091
610-863-7288
www.windgap-pa.gov

Wind Gap Borough Council meeting on Tuesday, July 21, 2026, was called to order at
7:00 p.m. by Council President George Hinton, at which time he reminded those present that
the meeting was being recorded. In attendance were Council members: Jack Rissmiller, Patrick
Webber, Dave Manzo, Joseph Romano, and Danielle Weaver. Also in attendance were Mayor
Heather Webber, Borough Solicitor Ronald Karasek, Borough Engineer Brian Pysher, and
Borough Manager Louise Firestone. Absent was Councilman Mark Crossen.

PUBLIC COMMENT

1. Cubes at Wind Gap — Dave Jaindl, Luke Jaindl, the project manager Rocco Caracciolo,
and the Bohler design engineer Alec Nahas came before Council with an update of The Cubes
at Wind Gap development. In 2023 Wind Gap Borough granted preliminary approval of this
plan. The buildings were split into two smaller buildings. The main revisions are for the parcel
on the corner of Alpha Road and North Broadway (the former Cramer’s site). This was originally
for the stormwater detention pond for the runoff from the mountain, but it was determined that
this was not a great use of that property. They completed a re-design which enabled the
stormwater to be relocated to another facility on site. They are now proposing to add a flex
industrial building which would be a taxable property for the borough. They are proposing the
dedication for a portion of Industrial Drive up to the intersection of the realigned Alpha Road due
to concerns about plowing that road, easements, and maintenance agreements. Wind Gap
Borough will own Alpha Road and ownership over the portion of Industrial west from Alpha to
North Broadway. They also informed Council that CRG is no longer involved in this project.
They are planning on attending the Borough’s Planning Commission meeting scheduled for
Thursday, August 20, 2026.

2. Randy Seager, 57 Roosevelt Street, asked if there were any plans for chickens. Dave
Manzo said that there already is an ordinance that chickens are not allowed in the borough.
However, residents have chickens in the borough. His thought is that we will spend money to
pass a new ordinance to allow chickens that already exist and someone will come along and
ask how we can have chickens in the borough. Randy said that he is trying to push this forward
since the borough voted to allow chickens but did not come up with a formal plan. George said
that we did not vote to have chickens, it was stated that Council would entertain looking at the
ordinance. We investigated it and sent it to Lehigh Valley Planning. LVPC provided comments
at that time and the question that came up is how to police the chicken ordinance. Randy said
that Municipal Animal Control could police it and the ASPCA can control odor and noise
problems. Attorney Karasek added that he provided a copy of a draft that was discussed in
2023 for Council to review.

On motion by Patrick Webber to authorize the Borough Solicitor to come up with an
ordinance to allow chickens in the borough and seconded by Danielle Weaver. Roll call taken.
In favor: J. Romano, D. Weaver, P. Webber. Opposed: G. Hinton, D. Manzo, J. Rissmiller.
With a tie vote of 3 - 3, Mayor Heather Webber cast the deciding vote in favor of the motion.
Motion passed.



3. Resident at 318 E Center said that an ambulance took him to hospital and he received a
bill for $1,800.00. George explained that if you are a member of Wind Gap Ambulance Corps,
they waive that fee. If you do not have membership, you must pay the bill, or they turn the
invoice into collections. Because this is an ambulance issue, you will have to contact Wind Gap
Ambulance Corps and bring it up to their board.

The resident also stated that there are potholes in the road on West Street on the side
of the road where you must walk. Additionally, he expressed concern about walking down
Broadway due to the conditions of the sidewalks. George said that homeowners are
responsible for their sidewalks.

4. Paul Waked, 424 W Center Street reported that cars are driving fast, and they end up
driving on his grass when turning from Roosevelt on to Center Street. He would like to raise the
curb going around the corner. George informed Mr. Waked that he lives on a state road, and he
must call the state to see if he can replace the curb.

5. Chris and Linda Harvey of 24 W 15! Street put up arborvitaes along the alley behind their
property. A couple of weeks ago two borough workers told his wife that the trees were three
feet in the alleyway and had to be trimmed back. That is fine if they need to be trimmed but
trimmed back to the trunk of the arborvitaes; there is nothing left on them on the alley side.

On motion by Joe Romano to hire the Borough Engineer to come out and locate the
alley and seconded by Jack Rissmiller. Roll call vote taken. Council agreed unanimously.

APROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Dave Manzo to approve June 16, 2026, minutes and seconded Danielle
Weaver. Roll call vote taken. In favor: J. Rissmiller, J. Romano, D. Weaver, G. Hinton, D.
Manzo. Abstained: P. Webber. Motion passed 5—-0 - 1.

APPROVAL OF EXPENSES

On motion by Danielle Weaver to approve the expenses in the amount of $228,505.40
and seconded Patrick Webber. Roll call vote taken. Council agreed unanimously.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Prepared and advertised the Vehicles in the Park Ordinance.

Spoke with the Assistant Attorney and sent e-mails related to the damage done in the park.
Prepared a comprehensive e-mail addressing a billboard ordinance.

Received an email from Attorney Mathew Deschler, Solicitor for E. Bangor Borough asking if the
Solicitors of Roseto, Bangor, Portland, and Washington Township thought it was a problem to
include Pen Argyl and Wind Gap into the Slate Belt Comprehensive Plan.

Reviewing the Chicken Ordinance documents that had come across his desk, nothing had been
finalized, he did look at them based on the discussions made or held at the last meeting



ENGINEER’S REPORT

Brian Pysher reported that he received correspondence from Gilmore Associates
informing that the GP11 permit for Male Road Bridge has been issued. The detour plan based
on discussion between him and Louise, that was put together by Gilmore is currently sitting at
Gilmore waiting for their review and approval. The project has multiple funding resources and
the large one that was received has different layers, so it is imperative that all requirements of
that program and the additional grant fund programs are properly incorporated into the bid
specification documents.

Council was made aware that the Giant Plaza has been sold and the new owner did
contact the office inquiring on the status and scope of the Male Road bridge project.

Brian did confirm receipt of the revised submission for the Cubes at Wind Gap in July,
unfortunately one day after the deadline for the July meeting so that development plan will be on
the August 20 planning meeting agenda. The plan has already received conditional preliminary
approval. The application that is in front of the Planning Commission is the final plan application
and he is confident that they are going to push for the conditional final plan approval. The
biggest issue was the stormwater and that would appear to have been rectified. They added
more details about the Alpha Road alignment and the driveway entrance into GAF. There are
about 2,000 lineal feet of roadway in Wind Gap Borough, and this does not include the Alpha
Road extension. His opinion is that the borough should consider accepting the Alpha Road
extension to Industrial Drive and from that new intersection out to North Broadway. The
borough will be in control of plowing the road. If the road remains private, we will need to look
at the maintenance agreement. Dave Manzo said this needs further discussion rather than
trying to sell us on taking the road over without assistance from them. The current maintenance
draft agreement just states that the operators of the warehouse buildings are the ones that will
maintain 5,000 feet of the road. Additionally, the issue of restricting parking on North Broadway
has never been resolved. George reminded council that the long-range wear and tear on the
road would be the borough’s responsibility if the road is dedicated to Wind Gap.

NEW BUSINESS

1. August 2026 Council Meeting Discussion — Council Meetings are scheduled for Monday,
August 3, 2026, and August 18, 2026.

On motion by Danielle Weaver to keep August Council meetings scheduled and
seconded by Joseph Romano. Roll call taken. Council agreed unanimously.

2. Intersection North Lehigh Avenue & Alpha Road — 201 Alpha Road Request to Review
the Stop bar on Alpha Road

George Hinton reported that the Converter Accessory building on Alpha Road has a new
owner. The new owner contacted the office and suggested allowing delivery tractor trailers to
use upper Alpha even though the road has truck restrictions. The owner then suggested
moving the stop bar back at the northbound light on Alpha Road since it is difficult to get a 53-
foot trailer around the turn at the light. Unfortunately, the stop bar location is part of the
PennDOT traffic light plan. Attorney Karasek recommended taking no action since the owner of
201 Alpha Road was not present.

3. Green Knight Economic Development Corporation Proposed Multi-Purpose Field in
Partnership with Pen Argyl School District / Pen Argyl Borough / Plainfield Township —
Discussion to Appoint Two (2) Committee Members

Green Knight Economic Development is proposing a partnership with Pen Argyl School
District and the three municipalities comprising the school district to meet to discuss the



possibility to find a location and funding to build a multi-purpose field. They are looking for two
people to sit on the committee. Patrick Webber and Joe Romano volunteered.

On motion by Dave Manzo to appoint Patrick Webber and Joe Romano sit on the
Green Knight Economic Development Corporation Proposed Multi-Purpose Field committee and
seconded by Danielle Weaver. Roll call taken. Council agreed unanimously.

4. Zoning Ordinance Update — Attorney Karasek forwarded an email regarding several
things the Borough would need to address regarding billboards and signs. He is looking for
provisions, conditions and terms. Joe asked if the borough has the ability to restrict digital
billboards. Attorney Karasek that he thinks you can, that you can say what is prohibited and
why it is prohibited and show support for it.

On motion by Joe Romano and seconded by Jack Rissmiller to form a committee.
Roll call taken. Council agreed unanimously.

Jack Rissmiller, Joe Romano and Danielle Weaver volunteered to sit on the committee
regarding billboards and signs.

5. Ordinance No. 519 — Enactment — All Inclusive Ordinance dealing with No Vehicles in
the Park

Attorney Karasek went over the provisions for Ordinance No. 519 included in the
ordinance.

On motion by Patrick Webber to authorize Attorney Karasek to enact Ordinance No.
519 and seconded by Dave Manzo.

Prior to a roll call vote taken, further discussion regarding the ordinance took place.

Motion withdrawn by Patrick Webber pending additional revisions / clarifications to the
proposed ordinance.

6. Public Words Director Report — Mike Vishnesky Street Department Personnel / Staffing
Update.

George Hinton reported that when one of our employees resigned, Council voted to
advertise for another worker, unfortunately it was not advertised. This will be advertised and
any applications that come in will be forwarded to the committee of George, Patrick and Mike.
This full-time position will be posted on the website, the marque across from Petro Mart, and
Facebook. George added that included in our Public Works Director’s job responsibilities are
working on a safety program, a training program, and inventory and ordering.

7. Discussion of Equipment Purchases 2026 or for Inclusion in 2027 Budget

Public Works Director Mike Vishnesky introduced himself and provided council with information
and specifications of additional pieces of equipment to work on streets. They are thankful for
what they have, but he has been researching some equipment that would allow the department
to do more projects without putting them out to bid in an effort to save money. He is interested
in a small piece of equipment called a road runner which mills out roads in order to remove bad
patches of pavement and then hot patch the area. This is something that he would like to
propose that we purchase soon to get the streets through the winter and start hot patching next
year. He has found it difficult to get someone to paint lines at a reasonable price on our streets
so found a line driver that has attachments to hook up and paint lines. Louise added that
through the Green Knight Economic Development grant funding an application was submitted to
offset that piece of equipment, and the GKEDC awarded $5,000 towards that piece of
machinery, realizing that is a need and benefit to the borough.



George said that as works begins on the 2027 budget, Mike can submit pieces of
equipment to be included in that budget. Mike responded stating that his goal is to be the street
department that has the ability to work on the streets whether it is updating older pieces of
equipment or purchasing new machinery. He spoke with Bushkill Township, and they would be
willing to help us out with manpower, if necessary. It would be nice to have three full-time
workers and consider seasonal part-time employees to fill in that would ultimately increase their
efficiency as a department.

8. Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System MS4 - Public Meeting — Approval to Advertise
Meeting as Part of council Meeting or Special Meeting

On motion by Dave Manzo to approve and advertise the MS4 Public Meeting for August
18, 2026, and seconded by Joe Romano. Roll call taken. Council agreed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

1. April 5, 2026 — Pickleball Court Damage — Attorney Karasek reported that the Assistant
District Attorney handling the case seemed to indicate that asking $46,000 in restitution from a
20-year-old boy that has nothing, might be a bit much. She asked if an insurance claim was
filed by the borough. If an insurance claim was filed, the amount for him to pay would be the
difference between $46,000 and what the insurance would pay. The insurance company then
has the ability to go after him for what they paid. Attorney Karask will attend the hearing and
state our case before the Judge and have the judge make the decision.

On motion by Dave Manzo to file a claim for the pickleball court damage and seconded
by Jack Rismiller. Roll call taken. In favor J. Rismiller, J. Romano, D. Weaver, P. Webber, d.
Manzo. Not in favor: G. Hinton. Motion carried. 5-0-1.

Attorney Karasek will report back to the District Attorney and let them know that the
Borough is filing a claim.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

George Hinton reported that there has been talk and negative posting about the Wind
Gap Fire Company. The Fire Company ran a great carnival from set up, to clean up while
working to a common fundraising goal. Financially, the Fire Company had to sell the social hall,
and they had to replace one of their new engines with a used engine, but now it has become
easier to sustain the payment of the ladder truck. George invited anyone who is interested in
the fire company to their meeting which is the held at the municipal complex on the third
Monday of the month. This year’s carnival was one of the best that they have had in recent
years.

MAYOR WEBBER REPORT

Mayor Webber wanted to address the locking and unlocking of the basketball courts.
The surrounding areas have been vandalized therefore she is proposing a discussion regarding
the opening and closing of the court gates. The street department could open them in the
morning, and the police department could lock them in the evening. George said that once we
get the ordinance done, we will need signage.

On motion Patrick Webber to unlock the courts at 7:00 a.m. and lock them at 11:00 p.m.
and in the winter open the courts at 7:00 a.m. and lock them at 6:00 p.m.

Amended Motion by Patrick Webber to have the courts unlocked from 7:00 a.m. until
11:00 p.m. and seconded by Dave Manzo. Roll call taken. Council agreed unanimously.



PUBLIC COMMENT

1. Brianna, Nolan and James Kemmerer owner of 52 — 54 W 2" Street. They are in the
process of rebuilding after a devasting fire in 2024. Their project has been completely halted
due to an administrative standstill. They requested an official utility 911 address for each unit.
They have not received addresses or an official letter as to why they were withheld. The units
will be prefabricated, and the utility companies need addresses to have a production slot. This
has pushed the factory’s build dates back weeks and months. They are asking for the
addresses or a written formal letter by the end of this week to get this resolved. Brian reported
that addresses are not issued until land development is approved. A waiver was requested at a
Council meeting and was tabled upon zoning. The waivers of this development were not
addressed. Nolan said that he needs the house numbers and then he will come and ask for the
waivers. Brian said that he will issue the numbers.

On motion by Danielle Weaver to authorize Brian Pysher to look at the Kemmerer plans
and issue the house numbers and seconded by Joe Romano. Roll call taken. Council agreed
unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

On motion by Dave Manzo to adjourn the meeting of July 21, 2026. Council agreed
unanimously. The meeting of July 21, 2026, adjourned at 9:26 p.m.
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Louise Firestohe, Borough Manager




