
MEETING MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH
PLANNING COMMISSION

BOROUGH OF WIND GAP
NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, PA
NOVEMBER 5th, 2009
I.
Opening/Pledge

The meeting was called to order and opened at 7 :30 p.m. by  Borough Planning Commission Chairperson, Linda Paynter, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

II.
Roll Call

            Linda Paynter, Chairperson, and Commissioners Scott Parsons, William Wallen.
Heather Craig, and Richard Getz were present. Also, present  were the Borough Zoning 

Officer, Darlene Plank, the Borough Solicitor,  Ronald J. Karasek, Esquire, and the 

Alternate Borough Engineer, Daniel Miller (Hanover Engineering).
III.
Approval of Minutes


On a motion made by William Wallen and seconded by Heather Craig the Borough Planning Commission approved the September 3rd, 2009 meeting minutes. Vote  5-0 in favor. 
IV.
Public Comment


None.
V.   
Subdivision Plans


A.     Wind Gap Development Group Major Subdivision (Preliminary Plan)


-    Representatives for this plan were not present during this meeting.


B.      (Turtzo) School West Major Subdivision (Preliminary Plan) 


-     Representatives for this plan were not present during this meeting


C.      K. Gassler Minor Subdivision – Preliminary Plan


-    The applicant/Co-Owner William Hontz, was present to discuss the plan which was presented to the Planning Commission for the property located at 427 Washington Street.  Applicant wants to subdivide his lot to build a single family home on that lot some time in the future.  The Borough Engineer discussed the outstanding items on his review letter of 29OCT09 that still need to be addressed by the applicant and his Engineer. The remaining outstanding items are as follows : Numbers 1 thru 5 under the Zoning Ordinance Requirements and numbers 1 thru 28 under the Subdivision Ordinance Requirements. In review of the plan, it was determined by the Engineer and the Planning Commission that several waivers will need approval before final plan approval.
-     On a motion made by Richard Getz and seconded by William Wallen, the Borough Planning Commission recommended that Council grant a waiver from SALDO Section 510.B which requires sidewalks along the frontage. Vote 5-0 in favor.  This stems from part of zoning section 402.A which states that principal buildings shall be built upon a lot with frontage upon a public or private street where said street is improved to meet Borough standard and specifications.
-     On a motion made by William Wallen and seconded by Linda Paynter, the Borough Planning Commission recommended that Council grant a waiver from SALDO Section 402.C.4 which requires showing certain features that are located within 200 feet of the tract. Vote 5-0 in favor.  The Planning Commission would recommend that the nearest fire hydrant be shown if  within 200 feet of the site.
-     On a motion made by Scott Parsons and seconded by William Wallen, the Borough Planning Commission recommended that Council grant a waiver from SALDO Section 514.H which requires buffer planting along the reverse frontage (Water Street).  Vote 5-0 in favor.  Sections 505.E.6 and 7 and 514.H – Reverse frontage lots shall have a buffer area and planting screen of at least 10 feet in width immediately adjacent to the rear street right-of-way, across which there shall be no vehicular access. The buffer and planting screen shall be in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance. Vehicular access currently exists through Water Street from Lot 1.
*The Borough Engineer and Planning Commission advised the applicant that he must seek approval from the Zoning Hearing Board for a Variance of section 307.E which requires a minimum lot width of 150 feet for multifamily dwellings. The plan notes that a minimum width of 100 feet is required. The plan shows a lot width of 89.04 feet for Lot 1 at the prescribed front yard setback line. 
-     On a motion made by Scott Parsons and seconded by Richard Getz, the Borough Planning Commission recommended against taking any action on the plan, and instead recommended to table the plan for further review.  Vote 5-0 in favor.
VI. 
Old Business


None.

VII.
New Business


None. 

IX.
Referrals from the Zoning Hearing Board

None

X. Adjournment 



There being no further business to be considered by the Planning Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm on a vote of 5-0 with a motion from Scott Parsons and a second from William Wallen.




____________________________





Darlene Plank-Turlington





Zoning Officer/SALDO Secretary
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