BOROUGH OF WIND GAP
545 EAST WEST STREET
WIND GAP, PA  18091
863-7288
FAX 863-1011


The Council meeting of the Borough of Wind Gap on Tuesday, June 16, 2015, was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Council President, George Hinton, at which time he reminded those present that the meeting was being recorded.  In attendance were Councilmen:  David Valley, Kerry Gassler, Tony Curcio, Joe Weaver and Dave Hess.  Also in attendance were Mayor James Shoemaker, Borough Solicitor Ronold Karasek, and Administrative Assistant Debra Harbison.  Absent was Councilman Jon Faust.

PUBLIC COMMENT

1. Ryan Ingham of Hough Associates attended the meeting to speak about Recycling Grants. Ryan stated that his company prepares Recycling Performance Grants for municipalities. He said they are currently working to maximize Grant awards with most of Slate Belt COG to put together a joint application.  We would pay zero out-of-pocket for the contract and pay 2% out-of-pocket from the increase amount in your grant award. Hough Associates can let us know how much our grant would be before    Kerry Gassler suggested to table until our July 6, 2015 meeting.



APPROVAL OF MINUTES

	On motion by Kerry Gassler to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2015 Council meeting and seconded by Dave Hess.  Roll call taken.  In favor Kerry Gassler, Dave Hess, Dave Valley, Joe Weaver.  Abstained:  Tony Curcio, George Hinton.  Motion carried with a vote of 4-0-2


COMMITTEE REPORTS

	 Dave Hess informed Council that Chief Mettin will have a Police Officer in attendance at Council Meetings due to the incident that occurred in Saylorsburg last year.

1. EMS – Kerry Gassler reported that EMS responded to 45 calls in the month of May for a total of 187 calls for the year and 284 last year.  Kerry reported that he will be attending a meeting with Nazareth tomorrow evening, June 19th to discuss 24 hour coverage.  He stated that we currently have our day coverage, however we are in need of night coverage.  He will inform us of the outcome at our next Council meeting.

2. Fire Company – Jon Faust was absent.  George Hinton stated that the Fire Company Carnival is scheduled for June 25th through the 27th.   George has 50/50 tickets available for purchase.

3. Zoning – Tony Curcio reported that no new applications were submitted so there will not be a Zoning Hearing Board meeting in July.  


4. Planning – George Hinton reported that the Green Knight Economic Development Corporation has submitted plans for a Proposed Green Knight Industrial Park II.  A Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for July 2nd. 
	George Hinton questioned Brian Pysher regarding the status of Auto Zone. Brian received a copy of the Zoning Hearing Board official decision on June 15th, but he has not heard whether Auto Zone will change their plans in accordance with the Zoning Hearing Board’s decision.  Ron Karasek stated that if Council does not agree with the decision of the Zoning Hearing Board, the Borough has the right to file an appeal.  He said we have 30 days from when the decision was issued.  He said that the Borough would have to file the appeal and go through the Northampton County court system.  Brian Pysher said that the request for parking was granted and that there is a documented study on parking spaces needed for Burger King and Auto Zone.  The variance for the 5 yard setback was denied.  George stated that the driveway into and out of the proposed Auto Zone would cause problems similar to Dunkin Donuts. 
Brian gave Council a copy to the Zoning Hearing Board official decision for Auto Zone.  Brian read portions of the decision informing Council the multiple variances were granted.  
Council will table Auto Zone until the next Borough Council meeting scheduled for July 6th. 

5.	Municipal Authority – Joe Weaver reported that he attended the meeting on May 27th   The Municipal Authority has put the North Broadway project out to bid, which includes North Broadway from Constitution Avenue and north.  The Municipal Authority approved hiring William Reese to fill the position of Mr. Beal.  He was chosen out of 150 applicants.  

6.	Streets – Street Leader, Rich Fox, reported that he had a meeting with Brian Pysher regarding the material needed to repair Jefferson Street.  Pat Sutter questioned the status of East Center Street.   Dave Hess commented that the sewer lines are making the road conditions worse. Rich said that he has not had any complaints due to the fact that cars cannot speed, therefore keeping the children safe.
	Joe Weaver questioned the status of Constitution Avenue.  George stated that Plainfield was unhappy with their engineering bill.  He heard the project is going out to bid.  We should go out to bid at the same time and have them advertise at the same time.
S & S Pole Builders has started on the Salt Shed. Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry (L & I) will be here tomorrow before the concrete is poured to do an inspection of the footers.
Rich Fox stated that his skid steer should be here next week.  He has received estimates from John Deer and Kubota for the purchase of a new mower.  George suggested that he contact Horns for an estimate.
Brian had a meeting with Rich regarding the time frame of Longcore.  Rich spoke with Jack Muschlutz who informed him that he would like to start construction on the project next year.  Brian stated that the Borough would do better spending money on improving Longcore Road rather than doing the overlay on Constitution Avenue.  Longcore has heavier bus traffic and needs to be improved to continue to provide a safe route to school.  Council needs to discuss ideas and design improvements to be made to Longcore Road, including curbing, leveling out the road and potentially widening the road.  Mr. Muschlitz’s plan was approved and in the engineer’s review letter of his project it was noted that the Borough would improve our portion of the road.  Brian said those discusses have to occur now in order to design the improvements and be ready to start when Mr. Muschlitz constructs the street according to his plan.

On Motion by Joe Weaver to switch projects from Constitution Avenue to Longcore Road and seconded by Tony Curcio.  In favor Tony Curcio, Kerry Glasser, Dave Hess, George Hinton, Dave Valley, Joe Weaver.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion carried unanimously.


7.	Park – David Valley reported that the Park Board meeting was held on June 9th, the minutes were read and approved. It was discussed that the gazebo at the park is in need of repair and needs to be painted.  The Park Board questioned as to why the electric bill is higher than normal. The Park Board would like information regarding the invoice for $230.00 for equipment rental.   Two spring toys have been vandalized in the kid’s play area.  It doesn’t pay to put the same type of toy back since the kids are making a game out to damaging them.  Mr. Hinton said we need a camera in the Park. Joe Weaver stated the he notices some of the balusters on the gazebo are broken and he is afraid that some kid might put his head through the opening and get it stuck.  This is a safety issue and should be addressed.  The Park Board would like to put up signs, “Kids Area 12 and Under” and “Report Vandalism to Slate Belt regional Police Call 911” in the park.  Dave had Rich Fox move some to the tables over by the concession stand.  Matt Dietz met with Rich Fox to discuss placement of the new benches. The schedule for Summer Sounds is completed.   Rich will continue to change the schedule for the sign of Broadway and Third Avenue.  The Park Board will not hold a meeting in July.  
	Debra Harbison stated that the kitchen was not cleaned after the car show.  Rich Fox and Debra discarded the moldy containers, emptied the drip pans from the grills, and drained the dirty water that was left in the sink. Colonial Early Learning used the kitchen on June 11th and cleaned the mess left from the car show in May and cleaned again before they left.  Debra stated that we are in the process of having the kitchen in the park professionally cleaned.  If the kitchen is not cleaned after use, the Borough will than submit an invoice to the prior renter/user. 
Kerry Gassler stated that we request a deposit prior to the use of the kitchen on a case by case basis.  He suggested that we give the Tony Borger a bill for cleaning prior to them using the kitchen for the Car Show.  George Hinton stated that over the years the Fire Company has cleaned the kitchen before and after it is used for the picnic. 
George Hinton met with Lucy Flynn and Dave from Rileigh’s to discuss the decorations for the Christmas Lights.  George submitted a drawing of the Park to Council to update them on the placement of the lighting. Dave said he could put outlets on the poles so they can drape or wrap lights on the trees.  Dave said they would be using LED lights and could string approximately 70 of them together since they do not require a lot of voltage.  They are going to string lights in/on the pavilions, trees, and small snack bar.  Dave is working on a quote to do the work for us.  Once the quote is received it will be presented to Council.	

8.	911 – Tony Curcio had nothing to report.    

9.	Tipping Fees - Tony Curcio reported that the total funds available are $380,135.90 as of today.

10.	Regional Police – Mayor Shoemaker reported that out of 691 incidents, 229 were for Wind Gap.  Officers are taking part in the state wide Click It Or Ticket. 
Dave Hess stated that the Hold Harmless Agreement for the Slate Belt Police Department to use the Palmer Township shooting range was signed.  They purchased 7 Verizon phones, 3 for Officers and 4 for Sargent’s.  There will be Law Enforcement Leadership training available for all Sargent’s and Patrol Officers.

11.	Park Master Plan – Joe Weaver reported that he has not heard anything from DCNR.  He is waiting for Ashley to get back to him. 
MAYOR’S REPORT

	Mayor Shoemaker said that the Slate Belt Council of Governments will be meeting on Wednesday, June 27, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the COG office.  Mayor Shoemaker stated that Waste Management has new Trucks and he will attend the Dedication Program on June 18th.

NEW BUSINESS

1.	The Borough received a letter of intent to purchase the old Ambulance building located at 435 N. Broadway.  


EXECUTIVE SESSION

	Council adjourned to Executive Session at 8:55 p.m. to discuss real estate.  Council reconvened at 9:10 p.m.  Council President, George Hinton, informed those present that no action will be taken at this time.


OLD BUSINESS

1.	61 North Lehigh Avenue has been cleared of debris and mowed.  The property still has a sinkhole in the yard.  Attorney Ron Karasek stated that we could send them a citation regarding the repairs.  George Hinton asked if Borough would be held responsible if we filled it and someone got hurt.  Attorney Karasek stated that it is not our property and we as a Governmental Municipality should be out of the loop.  He added that if the Borough is going to fill the sinkhole it should be done correctly.  Dave Hess added that an estate should be opened for the deceased property owner and then it is their responsibility to fix the sinkhole.  Joe Weaver questioned about forcing them to fix it.  Attorney Karasek stated the Borough would need someone to mandate.  Brian Pysher reiterated that the current condition of the property is unsafe and dangerous to all.  George asked Attorney Karasek to start the process to force/create an estate.

2.	George Hinton reported that the Borough received an estimate from Tri-Boro Fencing for a six foot (6’) high chain link fence at the back of the Borough property at 545 East West Street.  George said he and Brian would attempt to talk to Michael Goffredo regarding the agreement that he put a fence along the property line.  George asked Attorney Karasek to send Michael Goffredo’s lawyer a note informing him of the cost and a timeline to have the fence installed.
  

[bookmark: _GoBack]On motion by Tony Curcio to adjourn the meeting of June 16, 2015.  Council agreed unanimously.

The meeting of June 16, 2015 adjourned at 9:12 p.m.

 



			__________________________________
						Debra Harbison, Administrative Assistant
