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BOROUGH OF WIND GAP 
29 MECHANIC STREET 
WIND GAP, PA  18091 

863-7288 
FAX 863-1011 

 
 
 

 
The Council meeting of the Borough of Wind Gap on Monday, December 6, 2010, was called 

to order at 7:30 p.m. by Council Vice President, George Hinton, at which time he reminded those 
present that the meeting was being recorded.  In attendance were Councilmen:  Joe Weaver, Dave 
Hess, Kerry Gassler, John Maher, and Tony Curcio.  Also in attendance were Mayor James M. 
Shoemaker, Borough Solicitor Ronold Karasek, Borough Engineer Brian Pysher and Borough 
Administrator Louise Firestone.  Absent was Councilman Scott Parsons. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 No one appeared before Council at this time. 
 
APPROVAL OF EXPENSES 
 
 On motion by Tony Curcio to approve the expenses for the month of November in the amount 
of $43,254.94 and seconded by Kerry Gassler.  Roll call vote taken.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

 
Ron Karasek reported that all the matters being handled by his law office for the Borough 

during the month of November are outlined in a report.  The report includes the meetings attended as 
Borough Solicitor. 
Subdivision Matters:  Review File and Prepare Correspondence to Reduce LOC in Gap View 
Estates f/k/a Posh Major Subdivision.  Review Naper Developer, Inc. – Lot Annexation Plan. 
Land Development Matters:  N/A. 
Zoning and Other Land Use Matters:  Preparation of Borough Ordinance – Zoning District Map 
Change to North (Upper) Broadway and Enclosure Correspondence to LVPC. 
Receipt, Review and Administration of LVPC Review Letter and Enclosure Correspondence to 
Borough. 
Developments on Outstanding Litigation:  Receipt, Review and Administration of Writ of Summons 
filed by Police Officer T. Dailey.  Receipt, Review and Administration of Signed Stipulation approving 
proposed Order of Court in Reimer ZHB Appeal. 
Court Decisions on Borough Cases:  N/A. 
Miscellaneous:  
Receipt, Review and Administration of Neighboring Municipality Agreement with Waste Management 
re: Annual Donation to Fire Company.  Preparation of memorandum re: Investigatory Interview and 
Union Representation in Police Discipline Matters.  Receipt, Review and Administration of Revisions 
to Notice to T. Dailey re: Discipline.  Brief Legal Research re: Animal Control Officer.  Preparation of 
Monthly Solicitor’s Report.  Review various correspondence, subdivision and land development 
review letters, prepare correspondence, prepare extension agreements and approval forms for 
subdivision and land development matters and make and receive telephone calls. 
Outstanding Items:  Dentith storm water counterclaim (filed in response to Borough’s injunction 
lawsuit and request for Borough’s expenses) – no action taken and remains pending.  Ordinance for 
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loitering, begging and panhandling – pending but inactive.  Ordinance for reimbursement of 
equipment, materials and supplies in responding to environmental, hazardous, safety or rescue 
events (police, fire or both?) – pending but inactive.   
 Ron Karasek reported that he received correspondence from the Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission (LVPC) regarding re-zoning of upper North Broadway.  The next step would be to hold a 
public hearing which has to be advertised.  Council agreed to hold the meeting at the workshop 
meeting tentatively scheduled for January 19, 2011.  Ron will advertise accordingly for this meeting. 
 Ron is working on an ordinance establishing the position of Animal Control Officer (ACO) and 
will provide Council with a draft of that ordinance for review.  Council agreed that the ACO should also 
be included in the review process of the ordinance. 
 Ron explained that the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
(DCNR) directed municipalities to adopt an ordinance establishing the use of land adjacent to the 
Appalachian Trail.  It was to be enacted prior to August 2010, but still needs to be completed by the 
Borough.  Ron stated that it would be a two or three page overlay ordinance and once he has 
completed the draft ordinance he will forward a copy to Council for their review. 
 Ron reported that he received correspondence from PPL regarding the cell tower.  An Affidavit 
from Sprint’s Manager for RF Engineering confirming that the proposed cell tower would need to be 
150 feet so as to provide the same radio frequency coverage as the existing 102 foot tower in its 
present location.  Council directed Ron to correspond with PPL requesting a terrain model. 
 Ron reported that the budget ordinance is in place for advertisement. 
  
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
  
  Brian Pysher reported that Muschlitz has submitted a request for payment for work done on 
West West Street.  This project is being funded by Northampton County Community Development 
Block Grant monies (CDBG).  The project was awarded for a total cost of $99,114.00 which is 
$310.96 over the amount of the CDBG award.  There was an additional inlet box installed at the 
northeast corner of Jefferson and could cost an additional $4,000 which the Borough would have to 
pay for out of their funds.  It was decided that approval of these expenses would be approved when 
the final bill is received from Muschlitz. 
 Brian reported that he spoke to Gibraltar regarding the sidewalks on Broadway and First 
Street.  Their contractor has been delayed by the weather and will finish as soon as possible.  They 
are grading the bank behind the Karner’s house. 
 Brian reported that application was made to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission regarding 
the transportation grant funds.  Representing the Borough was Victor Rodite, Lorraine Ruscher and a 
representative from Robert Collura’s office.  There has been no announcements made yet and it was 
indicated that the committee has until December 20, 2010 to make a final determination regarding 
grant awards.  There were 24 project applications requesting approximately $9 million dollars with 
only $3 million dollars available for award. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 1. 2011 Budget.  George reported that a special meeting was held to discuss the budget and that 
Council discussed the fact that it might be possible not to raise taxes.  He asked after further review of 
the budget numbers did Council want to make a motion for the 2011 budget with no tax increase.  
John Maher stated that he is concerned about balancing the budget with funds from savings.  He 
asked Louise to make a list of projects that could potentially done in 2011 and that included fixing the 
firehouse floor, matching funds for the sidewalk grant, funds for the open space initiative grant, park 
master plan, fees associated with purchasing and selling real estate, medical premium increase and 
unknown litigation.  The estimated costs associated with those projects exceeds $150,000 and those 
costs were not included in the proposed budget with no tax increase.  John stated that the medical 
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premium increase for the Municipal Authority is almost 20%.  Council discussed the need to raise 
taxes a full mill to balance the budget with none of these projects included and then use savings if 
necessary to complete these projects from savings and tipping fees.  
 On motion by Joe Weaver to raise taxes .50 mill for 2011.  Motion died for lack of a second. 
 
 On motion by Kerry Gassler to raise taxes 1.0 mill for 2011 to a total of 11.25 mills and 
seconded by Dave Hess.  Roll call vote taken.  In favor:  K. Gassler, D. Hess, G. Hinton, J. Maher.  
Opposed:  J. Weaver, T. Curcio.  Motion carried with a vote of 4-2.  
 
2. Fire Company.  The Fire Company is requesting that the corporate articles be changed and 
they are requesting Council have the Borough Solicitor file the documents with the State.  There will 
be a filing fee for the Articles of Incorporation and an advertising fee.  Fire Company President Jeff 
Yob will meet with Borough Solicitor Ronold Karasek prior to the December 21, 2010 meeting. 
 
3. On motion by Dave Hess to purchase fire hydrant flags and seconded by John Maher.  Roll 
call vote taken.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Park Master Plan.  Meeting will be scheduled with Rettew will be done in 2010. 
 
2. Zoning Amendment.  Public hearing scheduled for January workshop. 
 
3. Firehouse floor.  George and Brian will drill holes to determine possible repair options. 
 
4. Knox Box Ordinance.  On Ron’s to-do list. 
 
5. Civil Service.  F/T Police Officer.  Scott trying to get a meeting scheduled. 
 
6. Jeff Yob reported that the Firehouse generator is in place, but a pad should be poured under 
the generator. 
 
7. Paul Levits, Wind Gap Municipal Authority, asked if the Borough would provide their kilowatt 
usage in order to potentially purchase electricity in conjunction with the Authority.  Mayor Shoemaker 
stated that the Slate Belt Council of Governments had a presentation from Glacier Energy and they 
could pass on savings of approximately 20%.  This issue will be further looked into by the Borough 
and the Authority. 
 
8. Dave Hess stated that the basketball court lights are on some evenings and should be turned 
off. 
 
On motion by Tony Curcio to adjourn the meeting of December 6, 2010.  Council agreed 
unanimously. 
 
The meeting of December 6, 2010 adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
 
 

   __________________________________ 
      Louise Firestone, Borough Administrator 


